Remarks 

The Office Action dated October 16, 2006 has been reviewed carefully and the 
specification and claims 6-10 have been amended in a sincere effort to place the application 
in condition for allowance. Upon entry of this amendment, claims 6-10 will be pending in 
this application. 
Objection to the Specification 

The specification is objected to for various informalities. The specification has been 
amended as indicated by the Examiner to overcome this objection. 
Claim Objections 

Claims 7-10 are objected to for various informalities. Claims 7-10 have been 
amended as indicated by the Examiner to overcome this objection. 
The Invention 

The present invention as claimed in amended claim 6 is directed to a mobile unit 
which includes a hollow container with an inner space and at least one sliding drawer housed 
in the inner space. An autonomous dust suction case is positioned on the top of the hollow 
container but is separated from the inner space. The dust suction case includes separate 
compartments for housing an air suction means, a filtering means and a replaceable dust 
collecting means. Additionally, a hooking/unhooking means is provided for removably 
fastening the dust suction case to the hollow container. 
Claims 6-10 - 102 Rejection 

Claims 6 and 10 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Griffin. The Examiner asserts that Griffin discloses a hollow container with an inner space; 
at least a sliding drawer; a dust suction case fastened by a hooking means device to the 
container; and a container having wheels. 

Claim 6 as amended recites that the dust suction case is an autonomous dust suction 
case, which includes separate compartments for housing air suction means, filtering means 
and replaceable dust collecting means. Griffin clearly can be distinguished from amended 
claim 6, in that Griffin discloses that the removable upper part 26, 27 is not an autonomous 
dust suction case and does not include a separate compartment for housing replaceable dust 
collecting means . Applicants submit, therefore, that Griffin neither teaches nor suggests the 
present invention as claimed in claim 6. The feature of claim 10, i.e., a hollow container 
provided with wheels, is not asserted as independently establishing patentability apart from 
claim 6 from which it depends. Thus, claim 10 also is neither taught nor suggested by 
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Griffin. Applicant therefore respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claims 6 and 
10. 

Claims 6. 8 and 10 - 102 Rejection 

Claims 6, 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
DE8912526 ("DE '526")- The Examiner asserts that DE '526 discloses a hollow container 
with an inner space; at least a sliding drawer; a dust suction case fastened by a hooking 
means device to the container; additional containers; and a container having wheels. 

Claim 6 as amended also clearly can be distinguished from DE '526, in that this 
reference discloses a dust suction receptacle (5 in Fig. 8; 6 in Fig. 9; and 4 in Figs. 10-13) 
which includes only one compartment for housing all components of the suction case. 
Moreover, contrary to the Examiners assertion that DE '526 discloses a dust suction case 
fastened by a hooking means device to the container, the several receptacles 2-6 of the 
storage device of DE '526 are not fastened together by hooking means . As understood from 
the English translation of the description provided in the paragraph bridging pages 3 and 4 
and from line 18 of page 10 to line 3 of line 11, the mutual engagement of bores and 
projections of the stacked receptacles only prevents lateral displacement of the receptacles , 
while no provision is made for upward displacement of the receptacles. Hence, this 
engagement is not a "hooking connection/' and thus cannot be considered to be equivalent to 
"fastening," which should be construed as "blocking together." Applicant, therefore, submits 
that DE '526 neither teaches nor suggests the present invention as claimed in claim 6. The 
features of claims 8 and 10, i.e., additional containers piled in removable manner on each 
other and on the hollow container; and a hollow container provided with wheels, respectively, 
are not asserted as independently establishing patentability apart from claim 6 from which 
they depend. Thus, claims 8 and 10 also are neither taught nor suggested by DE '526. 
Applicant therefore respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claims 6, 8 and 10. 
Claim 7- 103 Rejection 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over DE '526 as 
applied to claim 1 and further in view of Parent. The Examiner asserts that DE '526 discloses 
a similar mobile unit but fails to disclose a storage reel in a drawer. The Examiner asserts, 
however, that Parent discloses a mobile unit with storage compartments that include a reel. 

The feature of claim 7, i.e., a hollow container comprising at least another drawer 
which contains reels with respective extension cords for supplying electric and pneumatic 
tools, is not asserted as independently establishing patentability apart from claim 6 from 



6 



which it depends. Thus, claim 7 also is neither taught nor suggested by DE '526. Applicant 
therefore respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claim 7. 
Claim 9 -103 Rejection 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over DE '526 as 
applied to claim 8 and further in view of EP0377100 ("EP ? 100 :: ). The Examiner asserts that 
DE '526 discloses a similar mobile unit but fails to disclose a bag for collecting dust. The 
Examiner asserts, however, that EP T 1 00 discloses a mobile unit having a container with a bag 
for collecting dust fixed to an opening that can be connected to a flexible tube. 

Claim 9 has been amended to recite additional features and to depend from claim 6. 
Claim 9 as amended recites a mobile unit according to claim 6. wherein the dust suction case 
is formed by a main case including compartments for housing air suction means and filtering 
means and an additional case including a compartment for housing a dust collecting bag, said 
compartment of the additional case being fastened to said main case by hooking/unhooking 
means and communicating with said compartments of the main case through a flexible tube. 

As discussed above, DE '526 discloses a dust suction receptacle which includes only 
one compartment for housing all components of the suction case. Moreover, the several 
receptacles 2-6 of the storage device of DE '526 are not fastened together by hooking means . 
The mutual engagement of bores and projections of the stacked receptacles only prevents 
lateral displacement of the receptacles , while no provision is made for upward displacement 
of the receptacles. Hence, this engagement is not a ' hooking connection/' and thus cannot be 
considered to be equivalent to "fastening," which should be construed as "blocking together."' 
Applicants submit, therefore, that DE '526 neither teaches or suggests the features of claim 9 
and EP'100, which discloses a mobile unit having a container with a bag for collecting dust 
fixed to an opening that can be connected to a flexible tube, does not cure this deficiency. 
Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of claim 9. 
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Conclusion 



Based on the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that 
claims 6-10 are in proper form for issuance of a Notice of Allowance and such action is 
respectfully requested at an early date. 

In the event that any outstanding matters remain with this application, the Examiner is 
invited to telephone the undersigned at 412-566-6085 to discuss such matters. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gwendolyn R. Acker Wood, Ph.D., J.D. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration Number 51 ,027 



Telephone: 412-566-6085 

E-mail:, gwood@eckertseamans.com 
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